Vote First or Die:
NH’s Continuing Battle for Primary Primacy
Holy shite, we all knew it was coming, like a balloon payment on a beach house, but now it’s happened – NH’s been pushed ever-so-slightly down that slippery slope into national irrelevance. 
Ostensibly to create greater diversity in the early primary states, the Democratic National Committee’s rules and bylaws committee voted Friday to allow NV to hold a caucus the Saturday after Iowa's leadoff caucus – tentatively scheduled for Jan 14, 2008. The rules panel also rewarded SC with an early primary, to be held seven days after the NH primary, currently penciled in for Jan 22, 2008. 
But the deal isn’t done yet. Democratic National Committee members will vote on the changes at its annual meeting next month in Chicago, and presidential candidates, including Bill Clinton bearding for his wife (how’s that for role reversal) are lobbying hard for the status quo ante. They love NH – they know who the go-to people are, it’s geographically small and manageable, and doesn’t require a Steve Forbes-sized bank account to be competitive.  Besides, pissing NH off, or skipping it all together, has been the death knell for more than one presidential campaign.
It’s hard to blame the rest of the Democratic Party for wanting a taste of the Granite State’s sweet first-in-the-nation deal. They’re just looking for some table droppings off the largesse that presidential aspirants spread around the little New England king-maker.

First, the state party puts the arm on presidential candidates like they were working for Tony Soprano – you shower us with cash and prestige, and nobody gets hurt.

Then there’s the local pols – they don’t have to endorse Joe Biden or John McCain, or anyone else who’s sniffing around for recognition and support; the checks just arrive in the mail.  Backbench Congressmen are suddenly powerbrokers, candidates for state office that no one really wants are wined and dined, and dogcatchers get to bend the ears of presidential candidates for more Fatherland Security funds.
To all the other hacks and pols in the trenches around the other 49 states, it seems as if NH politicos are treated like Ba’ath Party members in the good ol’ old Saddam days. Nothing is too good for them – piss ant lawyers become ambassadors to Caribbean nations, auto repair dealers suddenly find themselves in charge of the US Mission to Geneva, blowhard governors even end up as White House chiefs of staff (NH has produced two – Sherman Adams under Eisenhower, and John Sununu under George HW Bush Unfortunately, both were run out of DC for gross displays of imperial and unethical behavior, which caught them completely unaware since that’s why they went there).

For their piece of the action, NH’s local media enjoy confiscatory ad revenues way above their punching weights for the months preceding the primary – so they’re not going to be kind to anyone who tries to bump NH off the throne.  

But it’s not just political power and vested interests that have maintained NH’s vaulted position all these years – it’s the law. Since 1976, NH has had a statute on the books that lays claim to the first presidential primary, irrespective of what the national party says. And Sec’y of State Bill Gardener is as scrappy as Karl Rove when it comes to saving NH’s ass, which he’s done many times before, and promises to do again.
While it’s undeniable that NH is far more lily white than the country at large – 96% vesus 75% – it hard to see how a NV primary – which the AP described this week as “a state where sin, debauchery and corruption are commonplace” – will improve matters much. An earlier compromise to give the District of Columbia the number two spot would have balanced the electoral equation much better, but that proposal was scrubbed – perhaps because presidential candidates didn’t like the idea of facing so many people with so many legitimate gripes over on the Soweto side of town.
The real diversity problem isn’t in NH; it’s the presidential candidates themselves who are alarmingly heterogeneous. Not since Jesse Jackson in 1988 has there been a serious African-American contender for the White House. And NH treated him quite well, voting for him ahead of Al Gore, Bruce Babbit, and Gary Hart. Buoyed by his better than expected showing, Jackson went on to win five southern states on Super Tuesday, March 8, 1988, then the SC caucus four days later, and three days later finished 2nd in his home state of Illinois. Then Jackson overtook Mike Dukakis in the Michigan caucus with 55% of the votes cast in the caucuses, and became the Democratic front-runner. Tank Boy Dukakis went on to win the nomination, but it was hardly NH’s fault.
So this aint over…

